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“ The solutions used were of cane or grape sugar, mixed with extract of beef, 
or with tartrate of ammonia and ashes of yeast. 

“ The two following formulae gave the best results :— 


A. 


Cane sugar. 

10 parts. 

Tourtelot’s extract of beef 

. 10 “ 

Water. 

. 100 “ 

B. 

Cane sugar. 

. . 10 parts. 

Tartrate of ammonia .... 

5 “ 

Ashes of yeast. 

. . 5 “ 

Water . . 

. 80 “ ” 


The results in the majority of the experiments favoured the view that some 
of the bacteria and micrococcus germs were capable of developing into the 
yeast plant. 

Commenting on these, the authors speak as follows:— 

“If the above expressed view of the nature of these bodies be accepted as 
probable, the results of the culture experiments with the fluids of diseased and 
healthy animals can be readily understood. In many animals, whether healthy 
or diseased, there are no fungus germs in the blood. We have kept vacuum 
tubes of blood for four months, and at the end of that time the contents were 
perfectly normal. In other animals there are probably germs in the blood dur¬ 
ing life, as shown by the fact that, in vacuum tubes tilled from them, the blood 
putrefied and the usual mycoderms developed. But that these germs can develop 
and multiply, without dead organic material as a pabulum, is very doubtful. 

“The fungi, which are developed from blood containing these germs, are, as 
mivht be expected, the common moulds, the spores of which are almost ubiqui¬ 
tous. Most frequently penicillum, next mucor, next aspergillus.” 

In conclusion, we think this paper totally refutes all that Hallier has written, 
and proves that his culture experiments afford no proof of the fungal theory 
of contagions diseases. He is but another added to the number of those who 
have been allured onwards by the glowing beauties of the theory to the waste 
of time and labour. Those who are desirous of obtaining permanent reputation 
will do well, we conceive, to avoid the subject; especially would we offer this 
caution to novices in cryptogaraic botany. H. C. W., Jk. 


Art. XXXIV.— The Pathology and Treatment of Stricture of the Urethra and 

Urinary Fistulas. By Sir Henry Thompson, P.B.C.S., etc. Third Edition. 

8vo. pp. xvi., 336. London: John Churchill and Sons, 1869. 

The first edition of this classical work appeared in 1854, having been honoured 
by the reception of the Jacksonian prize of the Royal College of Surgeons of 
England, two years previously. An elaborate and excellent review of that 
edition was published in the number of this Journal for July, 1855 (pp. fe:-105), 
the reviewer justly characterizing the work as a “ beacon-light” in the special 
department of surgical pathology with which it dealt. 

A second and much enlarged edition made its appearance in 1858, and was 
noticed in the number of this Journal for January of the ensuing year (pp. 
201-203). In preparing the present (third) edition, Sir Henry Thompson has 
departed from the usual routine which makes each issue more bulky and more 
costly than its predecessor, and has diminished the size of his volume by up¬ 
wards of eighty pages. This reduction of bulk has been effected “ by removing 
matter which in the former edition related to controversial points under dis¬ 
cussion at the time of publication, but since, for the most part, settled, and 
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therefore no longer necessary to be reconsidered in detail.” and by the omission 
of all the illustrative cases which were perhaps necessary in support of propo¬ 
sitions advanced by the writer, in the earlier part of his career, when he was 
less known and less entitled to speak ex cathedra than at present. In this 
course we think the author is right: he is now so generally recognized as the 
highest living authority on the subjects concerning which he writes, that the 
mere fact that a certain opinion is held by Sir Henry Thompson, on these 
topics, is of more importance and will carry more weight than an argument 
derived from any individual series of cases, which after all may perhaps be 
susceptible of being read in more than one way, and which under any circum¬ 
stances might probably be counterbalanced with an equally long series collected 
with a view of proving an opposite doctrine. 

The author’s views upon the subjects discussed in this volume are so familiar 
to our readers, from the notices of previous editions which have appeared in 
our pages, and from a more recent notice of his “Clinical Lectures,” in our 
number for last April (pp. 509-511), that it would not be worth while for us to 
enter into any detailed examination of the present volume. Suffice it to say, 
that it is a most learned as well as most practical and trustworthy treatise upon 
the subjects with which it deals. We have read it through with great care, and 
with constantly increasing interest and admiration. We are particularly glad 
to be able to say that the criticism which we felt compelled to make as to the 
tone of the “Clinical Lectures,” is in no wise applicable to the volume now 
under consideration. While bearing on its every page the evidences of pro¬ 
found research and wide reading, as well as of large practical experience, it is 
both in its conception and in its execution, characterized by that dignity and 
true modesty which, while eminently befitting the writer who is conscious of his 
own power, and who possesses real independence of judgment, is but too often 
slighted by both tyro and teacher, under the mistaken notion lhat flippancy 
shows originality and freshness, and that contempt for others will insure atten¬ 
tion and respect for self. 

This edition is neatly and very accurately printed, and accompanied by three 
plates (the frontispiece of former editions is omitted), and forty-seven wood- 
cuts. We are glad to know that it is to be republished in this country, and 
trust that it may be widely distributed among the surgical practitioners of 
America. J. A., Jr. 


Art. XXXV.-— On the Action, Use, and Value of Oxygen in the Treatment of 
Various Diseases otherwise Incurable or very Intractable. By S. B. Birch, 
M. 1)., London; formerly Demonstrator of Anatomy Medical School, Man¬ 
chester, &c. Second Edition. 8vo. pp. 149. London: John Churchill and 
Sons, 1868. 

This book is not large, but it is too large. Our comment is friendly, and 
proceeds from a desire to see every new remedy and therapeutic method laid 
before the profession with conciseness and precision. It is not otherwise possi¬ 
ble to understand clearly the value of any treatment so far as ascertained, or 
to determine what is undecided, by accurate additional investigation. We might 
justly expect in a volume with the title of this, first, what is known of the gene¬ 
ral chemical properties of oxygen in its ordinary atmospheric form and in its 
several allotropic conditions ; secondly, an account of its effects upon the 
various functions under physiological circumstances and different modes of ad¬ 
ministration ; then an equally definite record of the special results observed 
after its employment in diseased conditions ; and lastly, a statement of the indi¬ 
cations and contra-indications for its use. 

The author does, indeed, treat of these several divisions of the subject, but 
confuses them by an involved and needless discussion of the intimate modus 
operandi. Instead of systematic reports of the effects produced upon respira¬ 
tion, circulation, and other cardinal functions, we have an intricate dissertation 



